files contain status information on all properties, while the special market-data files contain descriptions of only those properties for which the market data are available and of characteristics and conditions in existence at the time of sale, rental, or construction. Sales data and other market-data files are crucial to the development of the valuation models used to appraise all properties. Sales files may be computerized, or they may be organized similar to manual property records. Income and expense files and cost files are usually more informal since fewer properties are involved.
Property-Ownership Files. The assessment roll normally is the assessor's primary ownership file. Nowadays, assessment rolls usually are computerized, and assessment-roll information may be available only on computer screens or on microfilm. Assessment-roll entries normally are arranged in parcel-identifier order and contain the name and address of the current owner or taxpayer; the legal description of the parcel (often in abbreviated form); the assessed value (often separate land and improvement values are listed); and such additional information as a property-use code, a tax-rate area code, tax extensions, and the amount of exemptions applying to the property. Owner's or taxpayer's name, address, and subdivision indexes are often prepared. Exemption applications are contained in ancillary files.
The investment required to collect assessment data (particularly property characteristics data) and to convert them into usable form is substantial. If the data are maintained, if the data base is sufficient to accommodate new and changing needs, and if the data are accessible, this investment can be shared by a number of offices and amortized over a long period of time.
5.1.4   Requirements for Land-Use Planning and Regulation
Land-use planning and regulation are essentially local government functions. Because of the diversity of planning issues and land-use control techniques, the functions are not easily defined, but they generally deal with identifying and applying ways of guiding development and use of the physical environment that promote the health, safety, welfare, and convenience of the citizenry. Planning, therefore, deals with monitoring changes in land use and in the physical environment, identifying problems, proposing solutions, and attempting to implement the most feasible solution to the problem in question.
Land-use planners require population, economic, social, and environmental data. Planners are increasingly likely to have data systems that are designed to meet their particular needs, examples of which are described in Computers in Local Government: Urban and Regional Planning (Auerbach Publishers, 1980a) and in the October 1981 issue of Planning, which is published by the American Planning Association, Chicago, Illinois.
Cadastral records can be used in a number of planning activities, such as making land-use inventories; monitoring development; evaluating proposed developments;ges occur, assessors officially are concerned with the status and value of parcels on the legally designated annual appraisal or assessment date. Thus, assessors have only a limited interest in information that is of a historical nature.                                                         $               7.88 average cost per square mile for this statewide
